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"Blessed are they that 
dwell in thy house, O Lord: 
they shall praise thee 
for ever and ever 


Psalms 838: 5. 
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MOST REV. JOHN F. NOLL, 


Bishop of Fort Wayne 


RT. REV. MSGR. JOHN A. SULLIVAN 
Pastor 


DEAR PARISHIONERS: 


Herein is presented a remembrance of the dedication of 
the new Holy Angels Church. We are humbly grateful to Al- 
mighty God as a dream of many years is a realization. 


Holy Angels Church is a gem of English Gothic Architec- 
ture. Its furnishings, the choicest of varied colored Marble, 
hand wrought Bronze and skilled wood carvings are objects 


cf genuine beauty. 


This accomplishment reflects the generosity and hearty 


co-operation of the members of Holy Angels Parish. 


Filled with a deep sense of satisfaction on the day of this 
dedication we are personally grateful to the Congregation for 
its generosity and sacrifice in making this occasion a fond and 


lasting blessing. 


May this beautiful Church serve as an inspiration for us 


all and future generations. 
May God bless you all. 


John A. Sullivan, Pastor 


THE NEW HOLY ANGELS CHURCH 


Corner Stone of the new Holy Angels Church was laid in Oct 


1947 


af 


Holy Angels Parish 
(1906-1950) 


Alfred Jones 


GARY, not the least of the Principal Cities of the United 
States, was founded in 1906, and that year also marked the 
Catholic beginnings of this Community. 

Reason for the founding of Gary spring out of the amaz- 
ing growth of our Nation, especially marked by its industrial 
expansion at the end of the Nineteenth Century, its rise to be 
a World Power, beginning with the end of the Spanish 
American War, and acquisition of Colonial Possessions in the 
Carribean and in the Pacific as far as the Orient. This new 
surge, this new realization of our potential might, marked by 
cur undertaking a mighty project, the dream of centuries; 
building of the Panama Canal, was reflected in many Indus- 
trial Enterprises, notably Steel and Cement. 

Five years before the coming of Gary on the Map, there 
came into being in April, 1901, the United States Steel Cor- 
poration. It represented a series of mergers of diversified 
Steel Concerns; and so the turn of the Century saw the largest 
Industrial Corporation that ever was formed up to that time. 

The triumphal onward march of America in those golden 
days of expansion called for additional facilities for making 
Steel and these could be had most economically in the Middle 
West. One site seemed to be pre-ordained for this new Pro- 
ject; the almost unsettled Sand-Dune wilderness of Calumet 
Township, in Lake County Indiana’s most Northwesterly 
County. 

It possessed unmeasured possibilities. It was crossed by 
Trunk Line Railroads (but no Highways); it was located on 
Lake Michigan, thus permitting the creation of a Harbor, to 
bring in the essential ingredients for making Steel; thus Iron, 
Ore, Coal, and Limestone. It was equi-distant to the sources 
of Raw Materials—the Ore Mines of Michigan, Minnesota, 
and Wisconsin; the Limestone Quarries to the North, and the 
Coal Fields of Indiana, Kentucky and Virginia. It was near 
the Center of Population, it was adjacent to the great Chicago 
Market; and as stated, had unusual shipping advantages, on 
water and on land. 

So, the Big Steel Enterprise sponsored the establishment 
of a City. For the original townsite this meant leveling the 


Sand Hills, filling the Swamps, clearing away the Forest—for 
that it may be called—building Sidewalks and Streets, con- 
structing a Water Works, installing Sewers, Gas, Water and 
Electric Facilities, and providing for other Utilities. Soon 
after the first work was begun at Gary, in the early Spring of 
1906, the new settlement of Tents and Shacks was incor- 
porated as a Town. In late 1909 it became a City. In the 
summer of 1908 the Harbor was completed enough to permit 
arrival of the first Ore Boat; and in December of the same 
year the first iron was produced. The first rail was rolled in 
1909. 


This prelude giving the reasons for the coming into 
being of Gary in a day of Mules and Scrapers—before trac- 
tors—and the swiftness in which first industrial production 
was attained lead up to the story of Catholicism here. 


** 3 * 


It was in May, 1906, that the then Bishop of this Diocese 
of Fort Wayne, Rt. Rev. Herman Joseph Alerding, while on 
an Episcopal visitation at Hobart, 8 miles southeast of the 
month old settlement at Gary, notified the Pastor there, Rev. 
Thomas F. Jansen, that he was also to have charge of the 
newly created Mission of Gary. Thus in the month dedicated 
to the Queen of Heaven, the month adorned with lilacs and 
blossoms, which still bloom in season on the grounds of that 
Rectory and Church, destined to mother the Faith in the tiny 
Community to the Northwest, Catholicism officially was given 
to Gary for the first time. 


In September of 1906 Father Jansen came over to say the 
first Mass in the new town of Gary. It was celebrated in a 
little wooden School House on Broadway, near where the City 
Hall now stands. About 30 people were present. That was all 
for that year, for within a few weeks in early October, a 
heavy snow fall stopped construction work in Gary for the 
Season; the tent and shack population was thinned out for the 
time. 

The summer of 1907 saw some permanent houses and 
business buildings rising in Gary, with many completed by 
September. 

Father Jansen in that year took up permanent residence 
in Gary, first living in a shack with a doctor, just south of the 
present South Shore Depot. He sat about to organize the new 


Parish of Holy Angels and included therein Catholies of 
Aetna and Miller, who had been under his care in Hobart, as 
well as those in nearby Holleston. 


Late in 1907 Father Jansen was offered use of a Place 
for Religious Services. It was the second floor of the Bin- 
zenhof Hall. This Structure occupied 50 feet of Broadway 
Frontage at 4th Avenue (site of the present City Hall). This 
Dance Hall was the Home of Holy Angels Parish from the 
Autumn of 1907 until the Church-School Building was com- 
pleted in the Spring of 1909. The cornerstone of the Building, 
Our Parish Church for more than 40 years, was laid on 
Thanksgiving Day, 1908 and the Church was dedicated on 
May 24, 1909. 


There is an interesting story in connection with the site 
of the Church structure begun in 1908. A year previous 
Bishop Alerding came to Gary to inspect the lots donated by 
the Steel Company’s Real Estate Subsidiary. The Land Com- 
pany Agent and Father Jansen took the Bishop in the former’s 
carriage to what was then the west end of the improved and 
settled part of Gary. That is from the West side of Polk 
Street, the West boundary of the Church Property, it was still 
Sand Dune wilderness, a condition that prevailed for some 
time after the Church was built and occupied. Bishop Aler- 
ding showed unconcealed disappointment when he looked at 
the Lots and the conditions just beyond—the end of Habita- 
tions. The Land Company Agent quickly assured His Lord- 
ship that within a few years the Church Site would be the 
Center of a fine Residential District, and so, in time, that is 
the way it turned out. 


There is not space here to detain the growth of Holy 
Angels during the succeeding years, nor of the repeated par- 
titions of the Parish. In the 1920’s the new Rectory was built 
and occupied as was a large Convent for the Sisters of Notre 
Dame. The Grade School, which was established 40 years ago 
is conducted by 20 Sisters and there are 525 Pupils. 


In the Spring of 1942 Rev. John A. Sullivan became 
Pastor of Holy Angels succeeding the late Monsignor Thomas 
F. Jansen. Father Sullivan came here from the Pastorate at 
Valparaiso. Meanwhile, Father Sullivan was made Dean of 
the Gary Deanery and was honored by the Holy Father, being 
named a Monsignor. 


No matter how many new Catholic Churches were 
created in Gary, from the time of the first division of Holy 
Angels Parish our Church was always crowded. At last in 
1947, under the leadership of Monsignor Sullivan, after a 
delay due to war conditions, it was possible to break ground 
for the new Church, the cornerstone being laid October 26, 
1947. 


REV. ALBERT H. VAN NEVEL 


REV. THOMAS DORIOT 


Your New Church and Its Gothic Style 


Traditions—A Sermon in Stone 


The architectural style of your new Church is a moderni- 
zation and modification of the English Gothic of the late 
13th and early 14th Centuries, an Era when great edifices 
sprung up not only in England but in many parts of the Con- 
tinent. 

In a broader sense, building of the great Cathedrals and 
Churches and fine Abbeys flourished between the years 1000 
to 1500. 

It was an age of Faith. The Gothic Architecture originat- 
ing in Normandy and absorbing some of the best if the Ro- 
manesque was structurally sound, beautiful as art, function- 
ally satisfactory and truly adaptable to the Houses of God. 

It should be pointed out that the finest and greatest 
building Projects ever undertaken were during the five cen- 
turies of the Gothic style. Looking back it can be seen that 
under the rule of one Church—for there was only one in 
Europe in those constructive years—and inspired by a motive 
to raise grand Temples in honor of God, Architects, Master 
Builders, Sculptors, Artists, Tapestry Weavers, Stained Glass 
Artisans and skilled Construction Craftsmen worked in uni- 
son to raise lofty and exquisite Ecclesiastical Structures. In 
this they were joined and aided by all Classes of Society. 
Many other Structures were also done in the Gothic Style— 
notably Town Halls, Palaces and College Buildings. 

When you gaze upon your new Holy Angels Church, de- 
signed in the lovely and alluring Gothic style, be reminded 
that the venerable Gothic Churches in Europe have looked 
down upon Generations of Wars, Religious Strife and Revo- 
lutions. For the most part they are still there, truly a sign 
that regardless of man’s iniquities, the Cross on the spire 
beckoning to Heaven, to the Eternal and Divine God, persists 
through it all. 

So, while not of the grandeur and stature of Eminent 
Cathedrals like Notre Dame, Rheimes, Amiens, Cologne and 
other great Mediaeval Works of Generations of Catholics, 
your New Church, in the style of the glorious past, reflects the 
beauty of these enduring Cathedrals and stands as another 


symbol of the True Faith founded by our Lord Jesus Christ the 
Son of the Living God. 

Your New Church is built of Wisconsin Lannon Stone 
and Indiana Limestone Trim. Its width being, the frontage 
on 7th Ave. is 60 feet. The length along Tyler Street is 177 
feet. The Transept has a spread of 114 feet. The full height 


DETAIL OF STATIONS 


is 65 feet. The height to the top of the Cross on the spire is 
130 feet. The varo colored roof is Tile laid over concrete. The 
seating capacity is slightly over 900. 


The Stations of the Cross 


The stations were hand-carved by an Association of 
Italian Artists, in Ortisei, located in the Province of Bolzano, 
which is considered to be the wood carving center of the 
World. These Men striving to live up to a long tradition of 
artistic workmanship, hvae been awarded honors in most of 
the Cities of Europe. The Association Director is a Knight 


of St. Sylvester and the holder of the Cross “Pro Ecclesia et 
Pontifice.” 

The Stations were carved from logs that were especially 
selected for this purpose, they must be cured or seasoned for a 
minimum of eight years. After their unhurried completion in 
Ortisei, Italy, they were taken to Leghorn, Italy and shipped 
to America. They were brought to Milwaukee for final in- 
spection prior to delivery to Holy Angels. 


The Stained Glass Windows 


Stained Glass Windows used 1n Holy Angels Church are 
of a character known as Grisaille Glass. It came into general 
use in the 14th Century because after printing had developed 
it was found necessary to admit more light into the Church 
interior. 

The name Grisaille is derived from the French and simply 
means gray. Character of such windows then lies in the gray 
glass or field and the strong colors in bands, borders and 
insets. 

The type of material is that generally referred to as Im- 
ported Antique Glass. It is a Blown Glass for which reason 
there are constant variation even within the area of a single 
piece. 

The symbols pertain to Christ and to Mary and the upper 
part of the windows have Angels prompted by the name of 
your parish Church. 


The Altars 


The focal point in the Catholic Church is the High Altar. 
In a magnificent setting the Main Altar of Holy Angels 
Church is of Rosso Levanto, Rosa Corallo and Botticino 
Marbles. 

The skill and workmanship of Master Sculptors are evi- 
dent not only in the superb work on the Altar but also in the 
beautiful Marble figures comprising the Crucifixion group. 

The frame surrounding the Crucifixion group including 
canopy and spire is made of white Appalachian Oak, hand 
carved. 

They are an inspiration to fervent prayer. 

The side altars are also of marble. 


HIGH ALTAR 
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ENTRANCE 
Note sculpturing of the Holy Angels above the doorway 


Side Altar 
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the beauty of Thy house 
Thy glory dwelleth.’’ 
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